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I.  INTRODUCTION 

 

Boeing Realty Corporation (Boeing), the project Applicant, proposes PacifiCenter 
@ Long Beach (hereafter referred to as the PacifiCenter project or proposed project), 
which will result in the development of approximately 261 acres of former and existing 
Boeing C-1 aircraft production facilities located within the Cities of Long Beach and 
Lakewood.1  Project implementation will provide for the replacement of over five million 
square feet of research and development (R&D), office, warehousing, manufacturing, and 
other aviation-related floor area previously occupied on the project site with new R&D, light 
industrial, office, retail, hotel, residential, aviation-related, and ancillary uses.  In addition, 
warehouse uses will be permitted as accessory uses to permitted uses within the 
commercial area site.  The project will be designed as a master planned community 
integrating a variety of land uses.  The project is anticipated to be fully developed by the 
year 2020. 

As the majority of the site (approximately 238 acres) is located within the City of 
Long Beach, the City of Long Beach has the primary responsibility for carrying out or 
approving the project.  The City of Long Beach is therefore the Lead Agency with principal 
responsibility for preparing environmental documentation for the project as required by the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  As 23 acres of the project site are located 
within the City of Lakewood, the City of Lakewood will serve as a Responsible Agency in 
accordance with CEQA. 

To date, several steps of the public environmental review process have been 
completed.  A Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
regarding the PacifiCenter project was originally circulated by the City of Long Beach in 
May 2001, based on an Initial Study which determined that implementation of the project 
could result in potentially significant impacts to the environment.  Since that time, the 
project has been revised to reflect input from agencies and the public and to respond to 
changing economic conditions.  Some of the changes that have been incorporated into the 
project in response to agency and public comment serve to lessen and avoid significant 
environmental effects that would have occurred under the project identified in the May 

                                                 
1  The project site is owned by McDonnell Douglas Corporation. McDonnell Douglas Corporation and 

Boeing Realty Corporation are each wholly owned subsidiaries of The Boeing Company.  Boeing Realty 
Corporation has the responsibility for the management (including development) of the real estate assets of 
The Boeing Company and all its affiliates and subsidiaries, including McDonnell Douglas Corporation. 
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2001 NOP.  When compared with the May 2001 NOP, the primary changes that have 
been made to the project as currently proposed include a reduction of approximately 
5.1 million square feet of commercial uses and 200 hotel rooms.  Other changes to the 
project identified in the May 2001 NOP that have occurred include changes to the 
proposed location of on-site uses, increased street setbacks, changes to the internal 
circulation pattern, and a reduction in maximum building heights, including building heights 
along Carson Street.  The project as currently proposed also represents a reduction of 
1,300 residential units, a reduction in residential density, and a reduction of 1.4 million 
square feet of commercial floor area when compared with a revised project that was 
proposed after distribution of the May 2001 NOP and presented to the City and community 
members, including individuals at community task force meetings.2  Based on the changes 
that have been made to the project, an NOP for the current project was circulated in 
November 2002 to give the public and agencies an opportunity to provide comments 
regarding the revised project.  Copies of the May 2001 NOP and November 2002 NOP 
and public comments received during the 30-day public comment period for both of these 
NOPs are provided in Appendix C.  In addition, in accordance with Public Resources Code 
Section 21083.9, a public scoping meeting was held for the project on December 2, 2002, 
to obtain input as to the scope and content of the environmental information about the 
proposed project that should be explored in the EIR.  The transcript of the scoping meeting 
is also provided in Appendix A of this EIR.   

In accordance with Public Resource Code Section 21002.1, the intended use of this 
EIR is to identify the potentially significant environmental impacts resulting from 
implementation of the project, alternatives to the project, and mitigation measures which 
may reduce or avoid any significant effects.  This EIR shall also be used as an informative 
document by other public agencies in connection with any approvals or permits necessary 
for the construction and operation of the PacifiCenter project.  The contents of this EIR are 
consistent with those required by Public Resources Code Section 21100. 

 

                                                 
2  While this project was presented to City staff and various members of the community, it was not included 

within an NOP. 


